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Is there anything that 
makes you angry? Are 
there some things that 
really upset you from 
time to time? Cer- 
tainly, being angry or 
upset happens to all of us. The 
Holy Spirit inspired Paul to write 
to the Ephesians about anger. He 
said, "Be angry and do not sin; do 
not let the sun go down on your an- 
ger" (Eph. 4:26). Being angry is 
not necessarily a sin. The very 
statement from Ephesians 4:26 
bears this out. Further, when we 
think of Jesus, and others, who 
got angry at times, we see that 
they were able to be angry and 
not be guilty of sin. At the same 
time, sin can occur when one is 
angry! In fact, it is often the case 
that one sins when angry, thus 
the warning from Ephesians 4! 
Whether or not one sins in anger 
is dependant upon what one does 
with the anger! Is anger released 
in constructive ways? Is "the sun" 
allowed to "go down" on anger, 
allowing it fester and grow until 
it is released in destructive ways 
(Col. 3:8)? Think about it! 

This article will not focus on 
what we do with our anger, but 
rather upon what actually makes 
us angry in the first place. Does 
the preaching and teaching of 
God's word make us angry? Does 
sin anger us? What about hypoc- 
risy among so-called 
"Christians"? How does this 
make us feel? Does doctrinal er- 
ror upset us, or are we more up- 
set with those who expose error 



and expose the ones teaching the 
error (Eph. 5:11)? Let us consider 
these matters seriously. This sub- 
ject is certainly nothing new, but 
we must still decide how we will 
deal with it! 

In order to better understand 
what our attitude should be as 
Christians, and what ought and 
ought not anger us, let us look and 
see what made God and Christ an- 
gry. (I Pet. 2:21-22; I Jn. 2:6) 

God Was Made Angry 

When listening to some folks' 
preach, we might be left with the 
impression that God has never 
been angry with His creation. This 
is not true! God was made angry 
on several occasions. Note that His 
anger was roused when: 

1 . Moses tried to excuse himself 
from doing the will of God (Ex. 
4:14). 

2. Israel committed whoredoms 
and "joined ...to Baalpeor" (Num. 
25:1-9; Deut. 7:4). 

3. Achan kept the goods from 
Jericho that should have been de- 
stroyed when Israel conquered that 
city (Josh. 7). 

4. Uzzah touched the Ark of the 
Covenant after the oxen stumbled 
(II Sam. 6:7). 

These and other examples make 
it clear that God has been angry 
with creation. Yet, notice the cause 
of His anger. God was angry over 
man's sin. 

Christ Was Made Angry 

At the same time, we find occa- 



sions when Christ became angry. While 
He walked upon this earth, Christ was 
made angry when: 

1. He saw those in the synagogue 
with hardened hearts (Mk. 3:1-5). 

2. He saw the Temple being used by 
men for Scripturally unauthorized ac- 
tions (Jn. 2:13-17; Matt. 21:10-13). 

Other examples could be shown, but 
is it not obvious that the anger of God 
and Christ is "kindled" against those 
who do not do His will? God is angered 
when He sees people who refuse to obey 
Him, and practice unauthorized things!! 
God is angered when people rebel 
against His word (I Sam. 15:23). 

What Makes You Angry? 

Friends, when we know of people 
living in rebellion to God's word; when 
we see people openly defying the will of 
God; these folks should anger us, too! 
Unfortunately, we find some today who 
become angry, but for the wrong rea- 
sons. Like the silversmiths of Acts 19, 
some among us become angry when the 
gospel is preached. Some, like Jonah or 
Naaman, become angry when they real- 
ize God's will is not their will (II Kings 
5:11; Jonah 4:1, 4, 8-9). They become 
angry because they do not want to 
change! 

Therefore, what angers you? Does an 
article like this anger you? Perhaps you 
need to change your attitude!! If what 
angers you is the opposite of what an- 
gers God, I know a change of attitude is 
needed! In all things, let us strive to be 
like our Father in Heaven (Matt. 5:48; I 
Pet. 1:15-16). This INCLUDES making 
sure that the things that anger God, an- 
ger us as well. Now, what makes you 
angry??? 



"Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. " (Jer. 6:16) 
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The Old Paths 



"What Should You Do 
After Becoming A 

Christian?" 

Selected 




ou should do as the 
very first Christians 
did — continue 
"steadfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine and 
fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in 

prayers" (Acts 2:42). 

Now that you have "turned to 
the Lord" (Acts 11:21), you should 

"remain faithful to the Lord with 
steadfast purpose " (Acts 1 1 :23) . 

You should live no longer for 
yourself, but for the One who died 
for you (II Cor. 5:14-15). 

You should now put Christ 
first — before yourself, before 
husband or wife, before father or 
mother, before son or daughter, 
before anyone or anything (Matt. 
10:34-39). 

You should now "walk in 
newness of life" (Rom. 6:4). 

You should now consider 
yourself to be "dead to sin and alive 
to God in Christ Jesus" (Rom. 6:11). 

You should now be a "slave of 
righteousness" (Rom. 6:18). 

You should now have a totally 
different set of priorities. You 
should be seeking the things above 
(Col. 3:1-2), things like kindness, 
humility, meekness, forgiveness, 
love, peace, etc. (Col. 3:12-17). 
Conforming to the image of Christ 
should now be your main focus 
(Col. 3:9-10). 

You should no longer "look at 
the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen. For the 
things which are seen are temporary, 



but the things which are not seen are 
eternal" {11 Cor. 4:18). 

You should spend a lot of time 
in the word of God, so you can 
grow spiritually (I Pet. 2:1-3). The 
word of God provides food for the 
soul; without it you will die. 

You should make attendance at 
all the assemblies of the church an 
absolute priority. These assemblies 
are designed by God for your 
edification and ours (Hebrews 
10:24-25). 

You should spend much time in 
prayer (I Thess. 5:17), realizing 
that with this great blessing, you 
can "receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need" (Heb. 4:16). 
According to Hebrews 7:25, Christ 
is "able to save to the uttermost those 
who draw near to God through Him, 
since He always lives to make 
intercession for them. " 

To show your appreciation for 
what God has done for you, you 
should do as much for Him as you 
possibly can (I Cor. 15:10, 58). 
You can start by teaching your 
family, friends, and neighbors the 
gospel of Christ (Mk. 5:19; Lk. 
8:39; Acts 8:4). 



"Tell Me Why" 

Selected 



^ If a lawyer finds a flaw in a title 
to property and does not warn about it, 
he has not done his duty. 

c9= If a sanitary engineer discovers 
conditions dangerous to health and fails 
to report them, he may be responsible 
for sickness and even death. 

<s ' If a doctor learns of a dangerous 
condition in our bodies and does not 
warn us to correct such, our blood may 
be on his hands. 

c9 ' But, if a preacher sees a flaw in 
our title to a home in heaven and warns 
about it, if he discovers conditions 
dangerous to our spiritual body and 
reports it, if he discovers a diseased 
condition and warns us, many think 
he's meddling and finding fault. 
Furthermore, these spiritually ill, 
demand a change in the preaching or 
the preacher if the preaching does not 
change. 

<s ' Strange, isn't it? Tell me, why the 
change in attitude when the preacher 
does his duty (II Tim. 4:2)? 
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